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Announcement. 

Section  2  of  an  act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th 
Congress)  approved  August  10,  1917,  provides  as  follows: 

"Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  with  the 
approval  of  the  President,  is  authorized  to  investigate  and 
ascertain  the  demand  for,  the  supply,  consumption,  costs, 
and  prices  of,  and  the  basic  facts  relating  to  the  ownership, 
production,  transportation,  manufacture,  storage,  and  dis- 
tribution of,  foods,  food  materials,  feeds,  seeds,  fertilizers, 
agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  and  any  article  re- 
quired in  connection  with  the  production,  distribution,  or 
utilization  of  food.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person,  when 
requested  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  or  any  agent 
acting  under  his  instructions,  to  answer  correctly,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  under  oath  or  otherwise,  all  ques- 
tions touching  his  knowledge  of  any  matter  authorized 
to  be  investigated  under  this  section,  or  to  produce  all 
books,  letters,  papers,  or  documents  in  his  possession,  or 
under  his  control,  relating  to  such  matter.  Any  person  who 
shall,  within  a  reasonable  time  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  not  exceeding  thirty  days  from 
the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  request,  willfully  fail  or  refuse 
to  answer  such  questions  or  to  produce  such  books,  letters, 
papers,  or  documents,  or  who  shall  willfully  give  any  answer 
that  is  false  or  misleading,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  "upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $1,000  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
year,  or  both." 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section 
2,  of  the  act,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  author- 
ized and  instructed  as  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain 
authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters  authorized 
to  be  investigated  under  that  section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pur- 
suant to  sections  2  and  8,  of  the  act  to  obtain  such  informa- 
tion concerning  seeds  as  may  seem  necessary  or  desirable 
for  the  guidance  of  governmental  agencies  and  the  public  in 
making  plans  for  increasing  production,  for  promoting  effi- 
cient distribution,  and  for  directing  conservation  and  utili- 
zation. 

The  Seed  Reporter  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
W.  A.  Wheeler,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service.  It  will  be  issued  the  first  week  in  each  month  and 
at  such  other  times  as  may  seem  desirable. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  will  be  largely  of 
a  preliminary  nature.  As  rapidly  as  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service  can  be  built  up  the  field  of  the  publication  will  be 
extended.  Much  of  the  information  in  the  first  few  issues 
will  be  compilations  of  data  that  have  been  published  or 
available  for  publication  in  the  past,  but  which  it  seems  de- 
sirable at  this  time  to  incorporate  in  the  Seed  Reporter  for 
reference  and   comparison   with   current  reports. 

Chas.  J.   Brand, 

Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 


Scope  of  "Seed  Reporter." 

Material  to  be  included  in  the  Seed  Reporter  will  cover 
or  touch  upon  the  following  subjects  and  others  that  may 
arise  from  time  to  time  relative  to  the  production,  handling 
and   marketing  of  seeds. 

1.  Seed  Crop  Movement — Information  indicating  time 
of  beginning  and  ending  of  movement  from  producer  to 
markets;  period  of  principal  movement;  total  quantities 
moved;  comparisons  with  other  years,  and  the  bearing  that 
weather  conditions  and  other  factors  have  on  time  of  move- 
ment and  total  movement. 

2.  Receipts  and  Shipments — Tabulated  data  showing 
receipts  and  shipments  of  important  agricultural  seeds  in 
large  markets. 

3.  Imports  of  Seeds — Tabulated  totals  of  imports  of 
seeds  at  all  ports  of  entry  for  the  month  preceding  date  of 
issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter.  Not  to  be  in  detail  as  to 
amounts  received  at  each  port.  Compiled  for  prompt  in- 
formation, stating  amounts  and  kinds  of  seeds  allowed  entry 
for  seeding  purposes  under  the  seed  importation  act. 

4.  Available  Supplies  of  Seeds — Total  stocks  on  hand 
classified  by  holders,  viz.,  producers,  primary  shippers,  job- 
bers, and  retailers.  This  information  to  be  given  in  as 
great  detail  as  possible,  to  include  carry  over,  accumulation 
of  new  crop,  and  movement.  Comparisons  with  past  years 
and  periods  of  the  year  will  be  given,  as  well  as  indications 
of  _  probable  future  demand.  An  inventory  of  seed  stocks 
will  be  made  four  or  five  times  a  year,  which  will  be  most 
valuable  to  the  seed  trade.  Publication  of  results  usually 
will  be  by  States  or  sections  rather  than  by  cities  or  locali- 
ties. 

5.  Demand  for  Seeds— Reports  will  be  made  from  the 
principal  consuming  sections  showing  probable,  unusual,  or 
special  demands  for  seeds,  due  to  crop  failures,  poor  quality 
or  unsuitable  character  of  seed,  or  any  other  conditions  in 
such  sections  which  may  affect  the  seed  requirements. 

6.  Prices  of  Seeds — Tabulated  reports  of  the  range  of 
prices  paid  to  producers  for  various  seeds  in  the  growing 
sections.  Prices  of  standard  qualities  and  commercial  grades 
quoted  by  the  wholesale  and  jobbing  houses  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country  on  the  same  date.  Daily  range  of  prices 
on  special  seeds  in  important  markets. 

7.  Quality  of  Seeds— Reports  of  qualities  of  the  new 
crop  as  well  as  of  the  stocks  of  seeds  held  for  planting,  as 
determined  by  examinations  and  analyses  of  a  large  number 
of  samples,  submitted  to  seed  laboratories.  Reports  will 
show  factors  which  may  cause  shortage  in  supplies  due  to 
unfavorable  weather  conditions,  early  freezes,  'diseases  or 
insects,  and  deterioration  of  qualities  and  shortage  of  quan- 
tity during  handling  and  storage,  due  to  impurities,  high 
mosture  content,  immaturity,  or  insect  ravages.  These  re- 
ports of  quality  will  cover  country-run  stocks  from  farmers 
and  local  dealers  and  form  a  basis  for  commercial  qualities 
and  re-cleaned  stocks  in  the  hands  of  seedsmen. 

8.  Commercial  Varieties  of  Seeds— Reports  will  show 
varieties  and  types  which  are  generally  grown  in  different 
sections.  Such  data  will  indicate  the  popularity  of  varieties 
with  growers  and  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  culture  and 
commercial  movement  of  such  varieties. 

...  9-  Special  Reports— From  time  to  time  special  reports 
will  be  issued,  giving  a  survey  of  special  crops,  such  reports 
to  cover  the  whole  field  of  market  information  available  at 
the  time  the  report  is  made. 
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10.  Seed  Marketing  Studies — Reports  of  observations 
in  seed  marketing  will  be  made  which  will  cover  informa- 
tion as  to  how  seeds  are  bought  and  sold,  how  cleaned  and 
kinds  of  cleaning  machinery  used,  and  special  methods  of 
marketing  which  are  being  employed  by  growers  or  dealers. 

11.  Seed  Crop  Studies — Information  will  be  given  of 
any  work  that  is  being  done  by  crop  specialists  in  the  Bu- 
reau of  Plant  Industry  or  elsewhere,  with  special  reference 
to  seed  crop  production,  improvement,  or  conservation. 

12.  Crop  Estimates — Any  forecasts  that  may  be  made 
by  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates,  as  to  production  or'condi- 
tion  of  seed  crops,  which  would  be  of  special  service  to 
seed  growers  or  dealers,  will  be  reported  as  soon  as  they 
become  available. 

13.  Seed  Stocks  Committee — The  activities  of  the  De- 
partment Committee  on  Seed  Stocks  in  handling  special 
seed  problems  of  the  Department,  and  in  correlating  the 
work  of  the  various  projects  relating  to  seeds,  will  be  re- 
ported from  time  to  time,  so  that  everyone  interested  may 
have  the  facts  in  hand,  and  not  be  misinformed  regarding 
the  work  of  this  committee. 

14.  Miscellaneous  News  Items — Any  items  of  seed  in- 
formation that  would  be  of  interest  and  value  to  seed  grow- 
ers and  dealers,  and  which  would-be  appropriate  for  publica- 
tion in  an  official  periodical  of  the'  Department,  will  be  given 
when   space  and   time  will   permit. 


Work  of  the  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks. 

R.  A.   Oakley,  Chairman. 

The  main  object  of  the  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks, 
which  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in 
April,  1917,  is  to  assist  in  making  available  an  _  adequate 
supply  of  good  seed  of  important  crops,  where  it  is  needed, 
and  where  it  can  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  coun- 
try at  large.  To  accomplish  this  object  the  committee  avails 
itself  of  the  services  of  the  various  organized  forces  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  including  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  Bureau  of  Markets,  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates, 
States  Relations  Service,  and  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry.  It 
does  not  assume  in  any  way  the  functions  of  these  branches 
of  the  Department,  but  coordinates  their  activities  as  they 
relate  to  the  supply  of  and  demand  for  seed.  In  addition 
to  utilizing  the  agencies  of  the  Department  the  committee 
co-operates  with  the  state  and  local  organizations,  and  with 
the  seed  trade. 

Practically  every  state  now  has  a  Committee  on  Seed 
Stocks,  whose  functions  are  to  make,  surveys  within  their 
respective  States,  of  the  stocks  of  seed  available  and  of 
those  required.  Reports  are  made  by  the  Seed  Committees 
to  the  Department's  Committee,  which  acts  as  a  clearing 
house  for  such  information.  In  cases  where  seed  cannot  be 
obtained  locally,  or  within  the  State,  where  it  is  needed,  the 
Department's  Committee  endeavors  to  be  in  a  position  to 
suggest  sources  outside  the  State  where  suitable  supplies 
can  be  had.  Well  organized  State  Committees  have  proved 
especially  helpful,  not  only  in  securing  information,  but  in 
being  able  immediately  to  take  advantage  of  offers  of  seed 
much  needed  in  their  respective  States.  Where  action  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  taken,  opportunities  to  secure  good  lots 
of  seed  frequently  are  missed,  and  the  efforts  of  the  De- 
partment's Committee  rendered  ineffective.  It  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged  that  every  State  have  a  well  organized  and 
active  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks;  one  that  has  sufficient 
authority  to  consummate  purchases  and  sales,  where  these 
are  necessary.  States  having  no  serious  seed  supply  prob- 
lems should  organize  as  well  as  those  having  them,  since 
they  may  be  able  to  help  in  solving  the  seed  problems  of 
the  nation. 

In  many  cases  the  seed  trade  has  rendered  the  Com- 
mittee on  Seed  Stocks  valuable  assistance,  and  it  is  believed 
that  when  the  Committee's  functions  are  better  understood, 
closer  co-operation  will  be  established. 

The  Committee  at  all  times  is  desirous  of  securing  in- 
formation regarding  the  supplies  of  and  need  for  seeds,  and 
it  is  suggested  that  any  information  bearing  on  this  subject 
be  addressed  to  the  Chairman,  Committee  on  Seed  Stocks, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  It  is  also 
suggested  that  such  information  he  supplied  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Seed  Stocks  Committee  of  the  State  in  which  the 
informant  is  located,  and  in  case  the  name  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  State  Committee  is  not  available,  it  will  be  furnished 
gladly  by  the  Department's  Committee. 


Storage  of  Seed  Wheat  in  the  Northwest. 

The  Grain  Corporation  of  the  Food  Administration  and 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  are  co-oper- 
ating to  see  that  sufficient  seed  wheat  is  stored  in  elevators 
and  warehouses  to  meet  next  Spring's  demand. 

Blanket  licenses  for  the  storage  of  seed  wheat  and 
rye  are  being  issued  to  elevators  and  warehouses  by  the 
Corporation,  and  the  United  States  Seed  Stocks  Committee 
has  undertaken  the  approval  of  all  lots  stored  in  this  man- 
ner. These  lots,  if  approved  for  seed  by  the  Committee, 
may  be  sold  at  not  to  exceed  fifteen  per  cent  over  the 
selling  price  of  No.  1  wheat  at  the  elevator  where  it  is  stored. 

The  Committee  has  regularly  authorized  agents  at  four 
points  in  the  Northwest:  W.  L.  Oswald,  320  Flour  Ex- 
change, Minneapolis,  Minn.;  G.  S.  Ray,  Moscow,  Idaho; 
E.  G.  Schafer,  Pullman,  Washington,  and  G.  R.  Hyslop,  Cor- 
vallis,  Oregon.  These  agents  examine  representative  sam- 
ples of  lots  of  seed  held  for  storage  and  pass  on  them  as 
to  their  fitness  for  seed.  If  the  seed  is  of  poor  quality, 
storage  longer  than  thirty  days  is  not  allowed.  The  fol- 
lowing factors  are  considered  in  this  examination:  Purity 
as  to  variety,  purity  as  to  freedom  from  weed  seeds,  grade, 
germination,  freedom  from  disease,  and  freedom  from  nox- 
ious weed  seeds. 

Most  elevators  have  not  yet  commenced  to  store  seed 
wheat  and  from  present  indications  will  not  start  to  store 
much  for  another  month.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  fa- 
vorable weather  conditions  have  kept  the  farmers  in  the 
fields  and  much  of  the  wheat  is  still  unmarketed.  Also, 
most  elevators  need  their  entire  bin  space  for  the  regular 
run  of  grain  coming  in  at  this  time.  As  soon  as  the  ele- 
vator bins  can  be  spared,   seed   wheat   storage   will   commence. 

While  most  concern  is  given  to  the  inspection  and  stor- 
age of  stocks  of  spring  wheat  suitable  for  seed,  some  atten- 
tion is  also  paid  to  stocks  of  winter  wheat,  and  these  will 
be  examined  for  licensed  elevators  and  warehouses  in  the 
same  manner  as  samples  of  spring  wheat. 

The  necessity  for  storing  ample  supplies  of  good  seed 
is  very  urgent,  and  it  is  hoped  that  grain  dealers  will  co- 
operate with  the  State  organizations  and  the  Department's 
Committee  on  Seed  Stocks  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 


Seed  Corn  Situation  in  the  Northwest. 

The  amount  of  seed  corn  obtainable  in  the  Northwest 
this  season  depends  largely  upon  the  action  taken  by  the 
farmers  having  corn  suitable  for  seed  purposes,  as  to  pick- 
ing, drying  and  storing.  In  view  of  the  high  commercial 
price  for  cash  corn  and  high  prices  prevailing  on  seed  corn 
the  past  two  years,,  the  grower  is  naturally  inclined  to 
hold  his  seed  stock  for  a  high  price,  while  the  seedsman,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  unwilling  to  put  a  great  deal  of  money  into 
seed  corn  stock,  especially  with  the  corn  in  its  present  con- 
dition of  high  moisture.  Other  factors  entering  are  the 
uncertain  market  conditions  of  corn,  possibility  of  poor 
germination,  and  the  importation  of  low-priced  southern- 
grown  seed  corn,  good  only  for  fodder  purposes  in  this 
North  section,  but  often  sold  as  general  crop  field  corn. 

In  view  of  the  smallest  hold-over  in  years,  both  on  the 
farms  and  in  the  commercial  warehouses,  and  a  critical 
1917  seed  corn  crop,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  an  immense 
demand  in  the  spring  of  1918  for  seed  corn  in  the  North- 
west, and  this  demand  must  be  supplied  from  within  this 
territory  in  order  to  reasonably  insure  a  future  crop. 

The  supply  and  demand,  as  shown  by  areas,  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  south,  southeast,  and  central  parts  of  South 
Dakota  probably  will  have  ample  seed  corn  to  plant  70 
per  cent  of  the  state  acreage.  The  north  and  northeast  part 
of  South  Dakota  were  badly  damaged  by  early  frost  in  Sep- 
tember, but  will  have  seed  enough  of  certain  varieties  to 
take  care  of  its  acreage.  Some  varieties  adapted  to  this  section, 
but  grown  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state,  may  have  to  be  used. 

Almost  the  entire  corn  growing  section  of  North  Da- 
kota was  badly  frost  damaged  and  seed  corn  will  have  to  be 
shipped  in,  to  supply  this  entire  territory,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  two  or  three  counties  on  the  southern  boundary 
where  the  frost  damage  was  not  so  severe.  This  demand 
will  have  to  be  supplied  from  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota. 
The  average  farmer  in  North  Dakota  thinks  it  cheaper  to 
buy  his  seed  corn  in  the  spring  than  to  pick  and  save  it  in 
the  fall.  Corn  growing  in  North  Dakota  is  purely  for  feed- 
ing purposes  and  a  seed  crop  is  not  usually  expected. 

The  Montana  corn  area  includes  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  state  and  there  will  be  ample  seed  for  planting.  This 
section  did  not  suffer  at  all  from  frosts  and  the  corn 
matured  in  good  shape. 
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Minnesota,  in  many  sections,  was  badly  damaged  by 
early  September  frosts,  about  the  only  section  escaping 
being  the  southwestern  part,  which  area  will  produce  plenty 
of  mature  seed  corn,  probably  enough  to  supply  southern 
Minnesota  and  similar  areas  in  Wisconsin  where  needed.  In 
the  north  and  north  central  part  of  Minnesota,  where  the 
frost  damage  was  most  severe,  there  is  seed  corn  to  be 
had  in  spots  and  it  is  a  question  if  enough  seed  corn  can 
be  saved  from  these  spots  to  supply  the  demand  that  will 
naturally  come  next  spring.  Some  farmers  are  picking  and 
saving  what  good  corn  they  can  and  are  finding  a  ready 
market  for  it  at  attractive  prices,  practically  all  being  taken 
by  neighbors  and  local  retail  seed  dealers. 

Wisconsin  will  require  seed  corn  in  all  the  northern  part 
of  the  state,  as  the  crop  in  this  section  was  practically  all 
killed  by  September  and  October  frosts  and  freezing 
weather.  The  southern  part  of  the_  state  will  have  ample 
supply  of  seed  for  its  own  needs  if  picked  and  properly 
stored.  It  is  believed  that  those  farmers  having  corn  suit- 
able for  seed  are  saving  only  enough  for  their  own  needs, 
when,  as  a  patriotic  duty  they  should  be  saving  all  they  can 
possibly  pick.  Their  own  State  needs  all  the  Wisconsin 
corn  available  and  it  is  likely  to  repay  amply  the  farmers 
for  any  extra  effort  on  their  part  in  saving  this  much  needed 
extra  supply.  Wisconsin  has  suffered  two  corn  failures  in 
the  past  three  years,  thus  their  seed  corn  supply  is  about 
exhausted,  and  a  large  amount  of  Wisconsin  corn,  grown  in 
Nebraska,  will  have  to  be  substituted. 


Timothy. 

Preliminary    Comparison    of   Shipments    of    1916    and    1917 

Crops. 

The  table  given  below  has  been  compiled  from  reports 
submitted  recently  by  199  shippers  in  four  of  the  principal 
timothy  seed  producing  States,  viz.,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois.  The  figures  do  not  represent  the  total 
shipments  made  in  these  states,  and  are  given  simply  to 
serve  as  a  basis  for  comparison  between  shipments  made  last 
year  with  those  made  or  likely  to  be  made  this  year. 


State. 

Number   of 

Shippers 

Reporting. 

1916   crop 

shipments  in 

pounds. 

1917      crop      ship- 
ments   made    or 
likely  to  be  made. 

Iowa 

85 

18,676,037 

9,368,177 

Minnesota 

35 

8,823,126 

5,419,600 

Missouri 

35 

5,116,638 

4,635,000 

Illinois 

44 

3,881,477 

1,840,832 

TOTAL 

199 

36,497,278 

21,263,609 

ALFALFA  SEED  MOVEMENT  IN  KANSAS.— It  is 

estimated  that  the  alfalfa  seed  cop  in  Kansas  this  year  is 
about  50  per  cent  of  the  1916  crop,  but  as  the  1916  produc- 
tion was  larger  than  usual,  the  present  crop  is  nearer  normal 
than  this  percentage  would  indicate. 

Abnormal  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  this  year, 
especially  at  harvest  time,  have  affected  the  quality  of  the 
crop  considerably.  Much  of  the  crop  contains  a  large 
amount  of  brown  and  shriveled  seeds,  but  high  grade  lots 
such  as  could  easily  be  obtained  last  year,  are  very  scarce  in 
the  state  this  year.  The  shrinkage  which  normally  averages 
about  10  per  cent  is  averaging  from  20  to  25  per  cent  this 
year.  Fair  quality  seed  is  being  bought  at  prices  ranging 
from  $7.00  to  $8.50  per  bushel  and  recleaned  seed  is  bringing 
prices  up  to  $9.50  per  bushel,  basis  country  shipping  points. 


Kentucky  Bluegrass  Seed. 

(In   Kentucky.) 

Estimated  Production  and  Prices  from  1900  to  1917,  in- 
clusive. Fairly  accurate  private  records  have  been  kept  on 
the  annual  number  of  bushels  produced  and  range  of  prices 
of  Kentucky  Bluegrass  seed  for  Kentucky,  but  heretofore 
they  have  not  been  published  in  detail.  Below  are  statistics 
which  have  been  compiled  from  commercial  and  other 
sources.  Slight  variations  in  prices  of  many  years  are  not 
given,  but  where  these  represent  a  wide  range  they  have 
been  noted. 

Up  to  and  including  1907,  cleaners'  prices  are  for 
19-pound  seed.  From  1913  to  1917,  cleaners'  prices  are  for 
new  crop  21-pound  seed  in  car  load  lots. 


Range  of  cleaners'  prices   (in 
carloads)    per   bushel. 


Production     in 

bushels 

Prices    paid     growers 

Year. 

stripped 

for 

stripped    seed   per 

seed. 

bushel. 

1900 

500,000 

$0.42-  .45 

1901 

400,000 

.50 

1902 

275,000 

.72 

1903 

340,000 

.65 

1904 

750,000 

.4.2-  .45 

1905 

275,000 

.70-  .85 

1906 

350,000 

.70-  .85 

1907 

425,000 

.80-1.25 

1908 

600,000 

.60-  .62J4 

1909 

450,000 

.80-1.00 

1910 

200,000 

1.25-1.60 

1911 

350,000 

1.65-1.75 

1912 

1,500,000 

.55-  .70 

1913 

175,000 

.60 

1914 

700,000 

.45 

1915 

350.000 

.60 

1916 

250,000 

.70 

1917 

200,000 

1.40-1.65 

$0.85 

.80 

1.10 

1.18 

.65 

1.25 

1..65 

2.00 

1.08 

1.13  V. 

1.68 

2.65 

2.35 

.95 

.90 

.90 

1.50 

1.25 

2.75 


-1.00 

-  .85 
-1.15 
-1.20 

-  .85 
-1.30 
-1.85 
-2.25 

for   19   lb. 

for  21  lb. 
-1.82  for  21  lb. 
-2.90  for  21  lb. 
-3.20  for  19  lb. 
-1.15   for  19  lb. 


Survey  for  1917.  Since  the  large  crop  of  1912,  there 
has  been  a  large  surplus  of  seed  carried  over  each  year, 
and  the  situation  has  been  more  aggravated  by  the  fact 
that  much  export  demand  has  been  cut  off,  owing  to  the 
War.  This  surplus  has  been  gradually  moved,  however, 
and  estimates  of  seed  of  all  crops  on  hand  in  cleaners' 
hands  carried  over  are  about  185,000  bushels.  (Basis 
stripped  seed.)  Farmers  are  estimated  to  have  carried  over 
about  90,000  bushels,  making  a  total  of  275,000  bushels. 
This  year's  crop  is  estimated  about  200,000  bushels.  Farm- 
ers have  been  free  sellers  and  at  this  date  have  practically 
no  seed  on  hand. 

Trade  as  compared  with  1916  has  been  about  the  same', 
though  very  little  seed  has  been  sold  for  export.  Domestic 
trade  very  fair  on  the  whole,  and  fair  amount  of  seed 
shipped  at  prices  of  $2.60  per  bushel  (car-lot  basis,  21-pound 
seed)  for  the  old  seed  and  $2.75  per  bushel  for  the  new  crop. 
Cleaners  report  present  stocks  on  hand  moderate,  but  as 
accurate  estimates  have  not  been  compiled  from  them  and 
from  the  many  jobbers  who  are  important  factors  in  this 
crop,  stocks  on  hand  will  be  given  later. 


Redtop  Seed. 

Survey  for  1917.  In  the  following  estimates  unless 
otherwise  specified,  the  amounts  stated  refer  to  Fancy  Red- 
top  only.  Information  in  reference  to  carry-over  or  stocks 
on  hand  has  not  been  asked  up  to  this  time  from  jobbers 
outside  of  the  Redtop  section  who  are  large  handlers  of 
seed.  The  estimates  therefore  comprise  only  cleaners  in 
the  producing  region  and  are  approximately  accurate.     Cars 


Date. 


CLOVER    AND    TIMOTHY 

Receipts  and  Shipments  for  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Toledo  Markets. 

Compiled1  from  figures  submitted  hy   Commercial   Exchanges. 


Oct.',  1917.. 
Oct.,  1916... 
Jan.  1,  1917. 
Oct.  31,  1917 
Jan.  1,  1916. 
Oct.  31,  1916 

1916 

1915 

1914 

1913 

1912 


CLOVERS. 


CHICAGO 
All  Clovers 

MILWAUKEE 
All  Clovers 

■£  m 

'53  c 
o  3 
aj  o 

«Ph 

V) 

C       . 

.&§ 

J=  o 

'C  3 
O  3 
OJ  O 

«Ph 

c   . 
.5-3 

CAP* 

945,000 
1,308,000 

483,000 
602,000 

1,408,332 
675,361 

32,050 
56,904 

7,078,000 

8,837,000 

6,777,895 

720,019 

7,462,000 
9,873,000 
12,803,000 
9,601,000 
5,371,000 
4,593,000 

7,572,000 
9,555,000 
8,931,000 
8,861,000 
5,057,000 
3,870,000 

2,726,524 
3,643,395 
7,173,669 
7,134,626 
2,588,532 
4,756,030 

2,590,520 
2,710,583 
6,917,186 
7,177,915 
4,492,227 
1,971,255 

Red 


TOLEDO 


.2-3 


QJ  o 

«Ph 


533,045 
2,556,260 

3,790,990 

8,300,560 
11,392,345 

8,431,225 
11,985,065 

8,428,745 

8,254,680 


.3-3 

-3,? 


689,130 
183,830 

8,780,130 

8,104,950 

9,390,675 

11,025,150 

11,709,165 

10,524,810 

7,434,575 


Alsike 


CtTJ 

'5  3 

o  3 
aj  o 

«0h 


121,830 
336,660 

1,044,545 

927,365 
1,240,155 
1,925,100 
1,800,635 
1,221,400 

911,710 


.3   O 


197,935 
37,200 

1,450,335 

1,608,435 
2,247,965 
1,814,120 
1,213,960 
1,147,155 
266,755 


TIMOTHY. 


CHICAGO 


&T3 
'a>  3 
u  3 

<D    O 


5,172,000 
5,631,000 

34,263,000 

27,542,000 
34,582,000 
36,815,000 
40,736,000 
37,427,000 
24,970,000 


.i3  3 
t/}Pn 


2,816,000 
5,363,000 

32,203,000 

29,050,000 
36,249,000 
31,662,000 
29,369,000 
33,197,000 
25,091,000 


MILWAUKEE 


Q.T3 
'C  3 
o  3 
OJ   o 

BSPh 


624,242 
1,624,795 

4,405,554 

4,778,824 
9,043,156 
5,508,480 
2,460,735 
2,250,535 
2,654,480 


.3^3 
J=  o 


397.410 
63,958 

3,837,763 

1,626,694 
2,100,651 
3,610,614 
3,911,978 
2,558,385 
1,287,015 


TOLEDO 


.S'r3 

°C  c 
o  3 


1,484,733 
317,340 

5,012,250 

2,129,745 
3,566,877 
4,404,876 
4,195,776 
3,774.624 
5,765,133 


c/)Cl 


33,375 
152,500 

2,743,250 

2,903,875 
3,121,750 
4,320.250 
4,675,500 
2,891,500 
3,431,250 
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are  estimated  30,000  pounds.  Of  the  1916  crop  it  is  esti- 
mated growers  carried  over  5  cars,  cleaners  report  19  cars; 
total  24  cars.  The  1917  crop  is  estimated  at  120  cars. 
Prices  on  the  1916  crop  advanced  late  in  the  season  after 
sowing  was  over.  The  highest  prices  bid  to  growers  were 
early  in  the  season  of  1917,  varying  from  12  cents  to  14 
cents,  according  to  locality,  afterwards  declining  to  9^4 
cents  and  10  cents,  and  advancing  to  10  and  11  cents.  The 
bulk  of  the  crop  moved  at  about  10^  cents.  There  was  a 
considerable  difference  in  price  bid  on  seed  in  different 
localities  at  the  same  time. 

Cleaners'  prices  in  car  lots  have  varied  from  \Zl/2 
cents  to  \2y2  cents  early,  then  11^4  to  12  cents,  and  now 
range  from '12  to  \2]/2  cents.  Demand  is  generally  reported 
only'  fair,  though  some  cleaners  say  a  little  more  active 
lately.  The  amounts  unsold  in  hands  of  all  cleaners  at  this 
date  are  about  90  cars  fancy  and  16  cars  unhulled.  Farmers 
are  estimated  to  have  8  cars  on  hand. 


Orchard  Grass  Seed. 

(In  Kentucky  and  Indiana.) 

Estimated    Production   and    Prices    Paid    Producers,    from 

1908  to  1917,  inclusive. 


Year. 


1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 


Average. 


Average 

Total     produc- 

prices paid 

tion    in 

producer 

bushels. 

per'  bushel. 

250,000 

$1.90 

220,000 

1.40 

120,000 

1.75 

260,000 

1.80 

240,000 

1.25 

150,000 

1.60 

165,000 

1.70 

160,000 

1.80 

200,000 

2.00 

175,000 

2.20 

194,000 


51.74 


Survey  for  1917.  Foreign  crops,  especially  that  -of  New 
Zealand,  are  very  light  and  a  fair  amount  of  American  seed 
has  been  bought  for  export.  Of  the  1916  crop  it  is  esti- 
mated that  about  10,000  bushels  was  carried  by  farmers 
and  25,000  bushels  by  primary  jobbers  who  buy  direct  from 
the  growers,  making  a  total  of  35,000  bushels  of  the  1916 
crop  carried  over. 

Prices  on  the  1917  crop  paid  to  growers  have  been  ad- 
vancing steadily.  A  small  amount  of  seed  was  contracted 
early  at  from  $1.60  to  $1.75  per  bushel,  but  prices  quickly 
advanced  to  $2.00,  then  $2.25,  then  to  $2.50,  and  some  small 
trades  at  $2.65.  The  average  price  was  about  $2.20  per 
bushel. 

Seed  is  now  practically  all  out  of  farmers'  hands  and 
the  stocks  in  hands  of  primary  jobbers,  conservatively  esti- 
mated, are  about  62,000  bushels,  which  includes  the  Ohio 
production. 

Quality  of  the  1917  crop  is  excellent  and  somewhat 
better  than  the  1916  crop.  Primary  jobbers'  prices  on 
choice  re-cleaned  seed  (85  per  cent  purity)  have  ranged 
from  $2.00  to  $2.15  early;  later  $2.25,  $2.50,  $2.75,  $3.00,  and 
some  small  lots  as  high  as  $3.25. 


Clover  Seed  Movement  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota. 

Wisconsin's  clover  seed  crop  of  1917  is  about  75  per  cent 
of  normal,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  first  and  second 
cuttings.  About  10  per  cent  of  the  crop  had  moved  from 
farms  to  storage  points  by  the  middle  of  October.  Alsike  is 
practically  all  hulled  and  50  per  cent  is  at  storage  points 
here  and  abroad.  Acreage  was  less  than  in  1916,  but  yield 
per  acre  greater.  Quality  of  red  clover  and  alsike  seed  is 
very  good.  Prices,  basis  recleaned  seed,  range  from  $21.00 
to  $24.00  per  hundred  weight  for  red,  $19.00  to  $22.00  for 
alsike,  $35.00  to  $43.00  for  white  clover.  Wisconsin  dealers 
are  not  anxious  to  buy  and  store  clover  seed  at  prevailing 
high  prices,  but  prefer  to  keep  seed  moving. 

Minnesota's  clover  seed  crop  of  1917  is  about  20  per  cent 
that  of  the  1916  crop,  due  to  extreme  lateness  of  the  first 
and  second  cuttings,  and  hot  weather  at  maturing  time. 
Most  of  the  regular  producing  sections  have  seed,  but  only 
in  small  amounts.  Seed  is  being  marketed  as  fast  as  it  is 
hulled,  high  prices  proving  very  attractive  to  the  farmer. 
Recleaned  seed  is  being  bought  basis  country  shipping 
points  at  from  $20.00  to  $24.00  per  hundred  weight  for  red 
clover,  and  $18.50  to  $22.00  for  alsike.  These  prices  are  not 
attractive  to  the  average  dealers  and  they  are  not  inclined 
to  buy  heavily. 


IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEED  PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  U.  S. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Crop. 

Oct.  1917. 
pounds. 

Oct.  1916. 
pounds. 

July  1.'17 

Oct.31,'17 

pounds. 

July  1/16 
Oct.31,'16 
pounds. 

July  1/16 

June30,"17 

pounds. 

July  1/15 

June30.'16 

pounds. 

Alfalfa 

24,500 

49,800 
348,200 
873,400 
117,100 

48.800 

9,000 

218,500 

57,600 

4,152.800 

350.400 

176,300 

179,900 

1,384,500 

15,200 

1,611,100 

3,332,800 

1,575,200 

75,300 

94,400 

58,100 

737,300 

753.800 

147.600 

114,700 

136.200 

23,800 

3.169,600 

495,300 

4,329,000 

5.776.30O 

5,343,600 

157.800 

259.500 

786,400 

1.286.300 

2,285,700 

1,667,900 

480,700 

295,600 

29.900 

3,251,796 

2,500 

148,300 

73,500 

83,400 

2,000 

698,300 

Clover,  crimson . . . 
Clover,    red 

908.000 

495,400 

478,400 

9.300 

20,900 

28,400 

616,900 

542,500 

91,600 

86,500 

5,000 

22.000 

1,113,464 

4,503.983 

,  32,508,537 

148,768 

117,759 

1,101,556 

Rape    

Eng.  rye  grass .... 
Italian   rye  grass . . 

Spring   vetch 

3,054,700 

54,300 

13,400 

1.600 

754,476 

4,018.908 

1,510,440 

382,841 

67,683 

61,613 

Soy  Bean  Situation  in  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

Eastern  North  Carolina,  comprising  some  eight  or  nine 
counties,  is  the  principal  soy  bean  producing  district  in  the 
United  States.  In  that  district  the  Mammoth  Yellow  variety 
is  planted  exclusively  either  as  a  first  crop  in  April  or  May, 
or  as  a  second  crop  after  oats  are  harvested  in  June.  The 
late  plantings  are  always  more  or  less  liable  to  be  caught 
by  early  frosts,  and  this  year  some  of  them  were  damaged. 
Owing  to  excessive  rains  since  June  1,  the  production  of 
both  early  and  late  plantings  was  materially  affected,  and 
growers  and  shippers  are  not  anticipating  better  than  50 
per  cent  of  a  normal  yield.  The  quality  of  the  crop  appears 
to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  condition  of  the  weather  prevail- 
ing at  harvest  and  threshing  time  generally  is  the  control- 
ling factor  in  determining  what  the  quality,  as  finally  mar- 
keted,   will    be. 

Heretofore  much  of  the  crop  was  usually  contracted  for 
in  advance  of  the  harvest,  at  about  $1.00  per  bushel,  but  high 
prices  that  prevailed  last  spring  and  failure  to  make  deliver- 
ies by  some  of  the  growers,  account  in  part  for  the  fact  that 
none  of  the  crop  was  contracted  for  this  year.  Most  of  the 
growers  look  for  a  price  better  than  $3.00  per  bushel  by 
December,  when  the  greatest  movement  from  growers' 
hands  generally  occurs.  Ordinarily  the  shippers  at  produc- 
tion points  dispose  of  most  of  the  beans  to  seedsmen,  job- 
bers, oil  mills,  and  canners  in  January  and  February. 


MOVEMENT  OF  MEADOW  FESCUE.— Most  of  the 

meadow  fescue  seed  crop  of  the  United  States  is  produced 
in  four  counties  in  the  eastern  part  of  Kansas.  The  pro- 
duction the  last  few  years  has  been  below  normal,  largely 
because  of  the  decreased  acreage.  The  short  crop  this  year 
was  of  excellent  quality  and  practically  all  of  it  is  out  of 
the  growers'  hands  and  held  at  this  time  by  the  Missouri 
Valley  seedsmen,  awaiting  export  shipment.  At  harvest 
time  growers  were  being  offered  about  5  to  6  cents  a  pound 
for  clean  seed,  but  not  much  seed  was  attracted  until  higher 
prices  were  offered.  Many  of  the  last  purchases  were 
made  at  8  to  10^2  cents.  A  very  small  per  cent  of  the  crop, 
probably  not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent  normally,  is  used  for 
sowing  in  this  country,  and  because  of  the  restrictions  and 
difficulties  in  ocean  transportation,  the  outlet  for  this  year's 
crop  of  approximately  15  carloads  and  of  the  approximately 
10  carloads  carried  over  from  other  years  is  rather  uncer- 
tain. 


DO  YOU  WISH  THE  SEED  REPORTER  SENT 
TO  YOU? 

This  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  is  being  sent  to 
many  who  have  not  made  a  special  request  for  it, 
but  who  may  desire  it  sent  regularly.  If  you  are  a 
seed  dealer  or  grower  or  believe  that  you  would  be 
benefited  by  information  contained  in  the  Seed  Re- 
porter, and  wish  to  have  it  sent  to  you  regularly, 
send  the  following  information  to  the'  Seed  Report- 
ing Service,  Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.   C. : 

Name    

P.  O County State 

Main  business  or  occupation 

Kind   of   seed   business:   Wholesaler.  ..  .Retailer. .. . 
Shipper.  . .  .Grower. . . . 

Class  of  seeds  grown  or  handled:  Farm  seeds 

Garden  seeds 


